ii4     THE MASTER OF THE HILL

Mrs. Raymond's final words were prophetic.
The calamity was made into a blessing through
the courage and energy with which John Meigs
faced the situation. He could laugh with stout-
hearted humor in the midst of the disaster.
" We are celebrating your arrival with a bon-
fire," he said to the astonished new boy who
reached the school when its walls were tum-
bling into ruin.

Though the ground was covered with snow,
and the March wind blowing, and though he
did not know at the moment where family, boys
or teachers would sleep, he said instantly that
the school should not be suspended, but that
its work would go straight on% He would find
a way, The kindliness of the neighbors pro-
vided immediate shelter. The building which
had formerly been the Girls' Seminary, and
a residence next it were secured, and in one
week from the day of the fire the school was
thoroughly established in these two buildings.
In June the commencement exercises were held
in the new gymnasium, and in September the
next session opened in a completed new equip-
ment built upon the enlarged foundations ,of
old

fire was John Meigs' opportunity, and
he sefeed it. His seven years at The Hill had
reyealed hi? power as a headmaster, and proved
that he could create the answer to the ever, ex-t to my heart, it was such a pledge of trust.
